
Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Annual Meeting
held on Wednesday 24th July 2024 - Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Chairman Julian Sleath, Councillor Wayne Harding, and NYC Simon Myers (temporary Appointment to HPC), Clerk Julie Sleath and Neil Bates (to be co-opted as a Councillor at this meeting). Three members of the public  (one for part meeting only) plus candidates for consideration to be co-opted onto HPC: S Lemal, W Robinson, S Emsley, K Dunwoodie, H Maddock.
· Election of Chairman – Cllr Simon Myers proposed Chairman Julian Sleath be re-elected. This was seconded by Councillor Wayne Harding. Councillor Sleath was unanimously voted for as Chairman of Hellified Parish Council for the following year and a Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed. 
· Election of Vice Chairman – Chairman Sleath proposed Councillor Wayne Harding be elected as Vice Chairman, Cllr Myers seconded the proposal and Cllr Harding was unanimously elected as Vice Chair.
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 13 March 2024 were approved and signed.

2. No Apologies received 
3. To record members’ interests: no members interests reported
4. Public Participation: Paul Emsley’s VAS update/report was held at item 7.3 
5. Co-option of candidates – Neil Bates was co-opted onto HPC with immediate effect, ensuring the Council would be quorate going forward. Declaration documents were signed.
6. Village Matters

1) No antisocial behaviour matters raised

2) Police survey passed around all attendees for contribution and Police report supplied as follows: from March to May 39 incidents were reported and from June and July a further 22 issues. Incidents included: 4 concerns raised for welfare/safety (and 1 missing person found safe and well); 3 x burglaries; 2 x criminal damage; 3 x suspect males reported; 1 x domestic/harassment and 1 x violence; 5 x road traffic collisions; suspect drug deal in the car park; ASB - youths playing football too close to the railway tracks; cows loose on A65 and animal/wildlife concern on Haw Lane. Please note the importance of villagers reporting criminal incidents to the police, highlighting incidents involving Fraud. Callers should report non-emergency issues to 101 or by email to  SNACraven@northyorkshire.police.uk. 999 for emergency only
3) Numerous actions have been carried out by the Clerk in the 4 months since the last meeting: Preparation of information for the Audit which was then completed by an internal Auditor ready for submission and notified external accountant re anticipated delay requesting extension of submission dates; various issues regarding non-emptied waste bins, potholes, lights and pedestrian crossing lights reported regularly to various authorities; agreed extended Police drop in dates and publicized these; allotment issues identified and resolved with all allotments now tenanted and a waiting list in place; matters from NYC and other agencies posted onto noticeboards, Facebook  and the web page as appropriate; monthly payment of invoices and PAYE arranged and recorded on monthly Payment Schedules and a banking spreadsheet record; reviewed exposed pipe in the beck – as there is no leaking, the relevant agencies involved will not take any action; chased NY Gov re occupation of The Gables and at what stage the section 106 monies will be made available so that HPC can review playground funding; completed asset review; took formal steps regarding inquorate council and considered applications for co-option onto council.
4) Council Asset review completed and formal approval proposed by Chairman Sleath, seconded by Councillor Bates and unanimously approved.
7. Council matters

7.1 Resignation of Councillor Barry Hills received. The Chairman thanked Barry for his general contribution and especially for his input on the playgrounds and to council assets.
7.2 Councillor Simon Myers has been appointed by North Yorkshire Council as a Temporary Member of Hellifield Parish Council until such time a further Councillor is co-opted to make the Council quorate. Formal documentation to support this was circulated at the meeting. 

7.3 Paul Emsley supplied the meeting with a VAS update and detailed report  – including: brief history; 4 months live systems on 2 signposts – one at either end of the village; data analysis information (80 – 85% average compliance with the 30mph speed limit and volumes between 8900 and 13500 per day); approval for 3rd unit on Gisburn Road (measuring outgoing traffic) and contribution received again from Cllr Myers and his Locality Grant which is much appreciated; suggestion that a permanent radar unit is situated at the post near the school with the second one rotated between the ones near the Church and on Gisburn Rd; CSW team still carry out manual checks around 12 times a month and are looking for volunteers to join them (NY Police require 3 people per session). Funds are now in place to purchase the new radar unit.
7.4 Revd Rodley has been notified that the ashes of former Hellifield resident have now been buried next to the Memorial

7.5 Section 106 monies update – trigger for payment following the building of the Gables is the sale/ occupation of 11 of the open market/shared ownership properties (as opposed to the rental properties). As of 11 July the total was only 5.  
8. Reports from District Councillor – Councillor Simon Myers reported a busy period in the newly created North Yorkshire Council with most of the appointments in the various Directorates being made.   Neville Watson (former Chief Planning Officer for Craven) is no longer in that position 
· New structure for the West Area (Richmond, Skipton and Ripon):
Development Service Manager: John Worthington john.worthington@northyorks.gov.uk
Development Management Team Managers (West Area) – Stuart Mills stuart.mills@northyorks.gov.uk
Fiona Hunter fiona.hunter@northyorks.gov.uk Andrea Muscroft andrea.muscroft@northyorks.gov.uk Work progressing on new Local Plan – awaiting identification of sites and government imposed quotas. Home to School Transport scheme changes passed with current bill of over £52million and rising. Savings have to be made so a ‘nearest school’ policy has been agreed in line with other authorities.
9. Correspondence: 
9.1 Member of public made a request for a ladder to be added to the multi-play equipment at Thorndale Playground – Cllr Myers confirmed this could be financially supported by his Locality Budget.
9.2 Contact from Craven Cattle Marts re future grass cutting at Green Farm previously cut by Robert Philip. It is hoped that the new tenant Basil Kearns will take this up on a regular basis.  
10. Street Lighting: Old and disused street lights need removing at East View and Park Avenue. Contract was with NYC highways to remove these. Action required by Clerk with Cllr Myers to be copied in. 

11. Highways:  
11.1 Pedestrian Crossing issues outside shop in centre of village. Delays in lights changing to red. To be checked and reported to Highways Dept if necessary.
12. Planning items – pre circulated. No objections identified by HPC: 

a. Application Number: ZA24/25884/FUL Proposal: Proposed agricultural building and farm track Location: Haugh Field Farm, Track To Haugh Farm, Hellifield, BD23 4EH, Date Valid: 5th April 2024

b. Application No: ZA24/25805/HH Planning granted: Conversion of detached garage to studio accommodation for family visit Date Valid: 4th March 2024, 81 Station Road, Hellifield, BD23 4HP

c. Application No: ZA24/25635/HH Planning granted: Date Valid: 22nd January 2024: Proposed first floor extension over existing garage Location: Long Meadow House, Hellifield,  BD23 4JL

d. Application Number: ZA24/26028/HH Proposal: Oil tank and external boiler for supplementary domestic heating system. Location: The Peel, Peel Green, Hellifield, BD23 4LD, Date Valid: 7th June 

e. Application No: ZA24/25984/HH Date Valid: 8th May 2024 Planning granted Single storey side and rear extension Location: Ashville, Malham Road, Hellifield, BD23 4JH

f. Application Number: ZA24/25903/FUL Proposal: Extension of residential curtilage and construction of garage. Location: Nappa Manor Barn, Nappa, Gisburn, BD23 4LT, Date Valid: 27th June 2024

g. Application Number: ZA24/25994/LBC Proposal: Replace existing windows with new double glazed heritage units. Location: Hellifield Working Mens Club, BD23 4HU, Date Valid: 17th July 2024 
h. Application No: ZA24/26028/HH Date Valid: 7th June 2024 Proposal: Oil tank and external boiler for supplementary domestic heating system Location: The Peel, BD23 4LD
13 Finance: To discuss and approve financial matters incl receipts, payments, transfers and donations
a) Payments and receipts schedules for March, April, May and June 2024 approved and signed.
b) To approve and sign Annual Governance Statement 2023-2024 Section 1 and Section 2 pre submission of final AGAR for external audit. To approve the Accounts (see John Bownass letter). Approval proposed by Cllr Myers, seconded by Cllr Harding and all voted in favour.
c) To discuss and approve appraisal/salary review of Clerk. The Clerk and members of the public left the meeting. Councillor Harding reported on the Clerk’s appraisal and put forward a proposal as to salary review for year April 2024 to April 2025. This was discussed, seconded, and unanimously approved by all Councillors (with the exception of Councillor Sleath who abstained due to potential conflict of interest). 
14 Councillor Simon Myers formally resigned from his temporary role on HPC and was thanked for his valuable assistance in getting HPC back up and running.

15 Council Recruitment: Notices for Councillor Vacancies were added to noticeboards and the Parish Council website, following which a number of individuals applied to join. The number of candidates (6) exceeded the number of Council vacancies (4) and as such brief candidate interviews (in alphabetical order) were held towards the end of the meeting. After discussion of the merits of the candidates, it was unanimously agreed to co-opt three applicants as Councillors - Karen Dunwoodie, Harriet Maddock and Wendy Robinson - on Hellifield Parish Council. It was agreed to defer the appointment of a fourth candidate to the September meeting to a) enable an applicant who was presently unable to attend due to sickness to be considered, and b) to enable the other remaining applicants to be considered for the position. This was proposed by Cllr Harding, seconded by Chairman Sleath and all voted in favour. 
16 To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. Meetings dates for the next period to be cascaded to Councillors.
The meeting ended at:  22.15 hours
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 4th September 2024 at 7:30pm
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk to Hellifield Parish Council – July 2024
Finances as at 31 March 2024
Current Statements

	Lloyds TSB Account
	£6812.72
	

	Skipton Building Society
VAS FUND total 
	£21,708.71 as at 1st NOV 2023

£5320 less payment below £6384 = -£1064 (o/s £1064 VAT refund)
	

	
	
	
	

	MARCH PAYMENTS BY BANK TRANSFER

	Details
	Amount
	Payee
	Payment Method

	Village Maintenance –   March
	£224.30
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Administration –   March
	£588.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Income tax for  March
	£203.20
	HMRC
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Printer ink for Clerks Printer
	£23.69
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Fitting of Coronation Bench PAID 16.03.24
	£585.00
	Aidan Mitton
	BANK TRANSFER

	Speed Camera Fitting – VAS Fund
	£6384.00
	Swarco Ltd
	BANK TRANSFER

	TOTAL 
	£8008.19
	


All payments are inclusive of VAT.

Finances as at 30 April 2024
Current Statements

	Lloyds TSB Account
	£ 8928.64
	

	Skipton Building Society
VAS FUND total 
	£21,708.71 as at 1st NOV 2023

Transferred £1064 from VAT refund  to VAS fund (NOW £0.00 balance)


	

	Receipts 
	VAT refund £1091.15 

Allotments – total £492.62 


	
	

	APRIL PAYMENTS BY BANK TRANSFER

	Details
	Amount
	Payee
	Payment Method

	Village Maintenance –   April
	£336.00
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Administration –   April
	£603.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Travel to Internal Auditor 13 miles x 45p
	£5.85
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Income tax for  April
	£216.00
	HMRC
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Mobile sprayer  Weed Killer 
	£50.36
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Morrisons fuel for Mower
	£21.28
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Hellifield Beer Festival Barrels Purchase
	£200
	Hellifield Beer Festival
	BANK TRANSFER

	St Aidans Church Donation
	£360.00
	St Aidans PCC
	BANK TRANSFER

	Strimmer Service and New Mower (p/ex)
	£383.88
	Becks Garden Machinery Ltd
	BANK TRANSFER

	Paint brushes/gloves etc for Handyman
	£14.80
	Settle DIY
	BANK TRANSFER

	Paper/pens/envelopes/postits
	£22.84
	Craven Stationery
	DD 16.04.24

	O2 – Clerks 3 month Phone top up 
	£30.00
	Telephonica
	DD 16.04.24

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
	£2244.01
	


All payments are inclusive of VAT.
Finances as at 31 May 2024
Current Statements

	Lloyds TSB Account
	£ 21344.44
	

	Skipton Building Society
VAS FUND total 
	£21,708.71 as at 1st NOV 2023

Received £1000 = new balance


	

	Receipts 
	Precept (1st instalment) - £13568.44

Allotments – £38.92 (new total £531.54) 

VAS – new payment fund £1000


	
	

	MAY PAYMENTS BY BANK TRANSFER

	Details
	Amount
	Payee
	Payment Method

	Village Maintenance –   May
	£398.40
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Administration –   May
	£603.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Travel to Internal Auditor 13 miles x 45p (2nd trip) 
	£5.85
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Income tax for  May
	£231.60
	HMRC
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Gravel for entry to football pitch/ fence rail / litterpicker
	£38.16
	Settle Coal
	BANK TRANSFER

	Grass Cutting April
	£490.55
	J C Cowgill Ltd
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Compost for Planters (Lay of the Land)
	£8.99
	Bob Moore
	BANK TRANSFER

	Plants for planters/ new hanging basket
	£78.00
	The Courtyard Potting Shed
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Grass Cutting May
	£927.10
	J C Cowgill Ltd
	BANK TRANSFER

	Streetlights annual charge
	£3563.02
	North Yorks Council
	BANK TRANSFER

	TOTAL 
	£6344.67
	


All payments are inclusive of VAT.

Finances as at  24/06/2024
Current Statements:

	Lloyds TSB Account
	£15,027.83
	

	Skipton Building Society
VAS FUND total 
	£21,708.71 as at 1st NOV 2023

£1000 


	

	Receipts 
	£27.66 Final Allotment fee
	
	

	JUNE PAYMENTS BY BANK TRANSFER

	Details
	Amount
	Payee
	Payment Method

	Village Maintenance –   June
	£235.20
	James Webb
	BANK TRANSFER

	Administration –   June
	£603.00
	Julie Sleath
	BANK TRANSFER

	Income tax for  June
	£190.80
	HMRC
	BANK TRANSFER 

	Internal Auditor Fee
	£175.00
	John Bownass
	BANK TRANSFER

	Grass Cutting June
	£927.10
	J C Cowgill Ltd
	BANK TRANSFER 

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
	£2131.10
	


All payments are inclusive of VAT.


